
wwAV.f reedompress.org.uk 

INSIDE ►► 


US jails dozens of activists 
page 2 


Social centres and the future 
pages 


Brutal Stff 

page 4 


IVVCA - r.rn! i‘i’rt'‘Cl ori r:rtt"fi< 



F or the thirti time in iwo yenrs, the 
nt-ifor unions li.ivc apreetJ ro hallol 
lor a f'cnernl strike over public 
sector pcnsicins. The news follows the 
splitting o! the public sector pensions 
agenda into 'iititional' and ‘locaT, with 
niitional-levd workers getiiiig a guarantee 
ol imnmniiy Irom pension changes for 
existing workers last years. 

Local government workers were told 
they woLilil have to negotiate their own 
terms separately, leading to the 
secondarv confrontarion. 

The Local Government Association 
have announced proposals to cut 
pension rights, and have refused to 
agree protection for many existing 
scheme memhers. 

Although the terms being offered are 
broadly similat to those accepted for 
nanonaJ'ifv'cJ governmenr workers, 

unutns h*nc uruivkvd rrjc;j4urt‘ w hich 

split the agreements further and anack 
the weakest sectors of the workforce. 

In particular., part nme and support 
staff, such as teaching assistants, would 
lose pension rights while full-time staff 
have theirs retained, leading to 
accusations that the government are 
seeking to ‘divide and conquer*. 

The call to arms comes after fruitless 
talks on the issue between unions and 
local govemmenrs. 

Unison. Amicus, TGWU, GMB, 
Ucarr, C^'\Xa.i, Napo, NUT and the 
LBU agreed the strategy and have 
tiegun proceeding to ballot 1.5 million 
members for action. Unison are leading 
the call for the strike as the largest 
group in the sector, pledging to ballot a 
million of its members unless progress 
IS made m talks. 


Cicncra! secretary. Dave Prcntis, s.ml; 
“This dispute is the biggest issue Unison 
has laced for decades. It .ifleets the 
rights of one million of our members 
vvlio have paid b% of their salaries into 
their pension scheme lor decades to 
save for rhcir rcriremeiii and arc now 
being told that the deal is off. 

“The local government employers, ihe 
LGA and the Governmenr should be in 
no doubt of how serious wc .ire. .MI we 
arc asking is lor mcrniicrs of the local 
government pension scheme to be 
trc-itcd fairly.” 

Unison’s cxecuiive were heavily 
criticised last year boih tiiternally and 
by members of other unions (or 
unilaterally withdrawing Irum the strike 
process during riic election period, to 
allow New Labour a clear run. 

Inlian, a mcinlwr of Unison whti works 

rii Iisc.tI governmenr. has been following 

the fight over pensions. He, like many 
shop-floor members, has been frustr.ited 
by the union’s .ittiiude over the l.ist 
year. He said; "WeTe lust wasting nme 
negotiating, we should go straigltt lor 
industrial action, .-^t the period ol the 
election it was crass stupidity to take 
guarantees from Prescott when it was the 
perfect lime to make them take nonce. 
The only language Prescott understands 
is people being away from work. 

“The constructive thing that wnll come 
out of it is that more people will become 
organised, as action is a great recruiter. 
However 1 have a feeling we wnll be 
fobbed off again as wc have so many 
time before, with negotiators accepting 

I poor terms and then just recommending 
w'c take them.” 

Tlie proposals will remove the '85-year’ 



rule from I si t)ctober. The rule .illows 
members to retire at 60, if their age and 
years of service lotat 8> or more, on a 
full pension. In effect, this means that 
in future all scheme members will have 
a retirement age of 65. 


• In other petistons news, the Confedera 
tion of business interests fCBI), the 
main lobbying body for business in 
parliament, has announced ,i new 
campaign to .illow small businesses to 
opt our o( the government’s propSsed 


nati<.n.il saungs plan. 

'The scliernc. whixh is designed tti 
supplement tlie exi.siing st.iie pensiuii, 
originally proposed all companies atul 
siatt be enrolled .lutoni.iticallv, 

Rob Ra? 



T he Human Rights Watch World 
Reporr 2006 has found the UK and 
US to have perpetrated several 
major violations of inrernaiionaJ human 
rights law'. 


The United Nations Con venaon Against 
lorture dclincs the term as “any act by 
w'hicb 5.cvcrc pam or suffering, whether 
physical or mental, is intentionally 
inflicted on a person.” However, the US 
has defined lomire as an act that caused 
sennus physical injury so severe that 
death, <»rg 4 n failure, or permanent damage 
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resulted in a loss of significant body 
function. 

The US liavc also defended classic 
torture measures such as ’water-boarding’ 
(a technique where the victim believes 
they will drown) and mock executions. 

This stance is highlighted by Bush’s 
avoidance of the prohibition of cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment. This 
is further exacerbated by Attorney 
Genera) Alberto Gonzales’ claim that it 
is permissible to use such treatment for 
non-Americans held outside the United 
Srates. 

Dick Cheney is also on record as 
imploring Congress ro npply exemptions 
to ihc CIA from legislation to ban cruel, 
inhuman, or degrading treatment. Li. 
Gen.iJMichael V. Hayden, the deputy 
dinBctor of national intelligence, stated 
that US interrogators have a duty to use 
all available authortry to fight terrorism. 

Whilsi the US IS ihc only westcim 


democracy to approve the abuse of 
detainees, Britain has adopted policies 
that make it comp!kit. Tony Blair ha-s 
proposed the deportation of terrorist 
suspects to countries with well 
documented torture histories for such 
people, a full adoption of the US 
‘extraordinary rendition’ policy (which 
it currently aids). 

The Convention Against Torture 
prohibits sending people to a country 
where there is reason ro believe that 
they would he tortured. However, the 
UK govcnimeni has .suggested sending 
their terrorist suspects to Algeria, Jordan, 
Libya, Morocco and Tunisia. Each of 
these countries are guilty ol torturing 
radical Lslarnists. 

Blair and his government have proposed 
’memoranda ol understanding’, where 
the recipient couniries promise not to 
mistreat the suspect, and periodical 
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FAST-TRACK TO JAIL 


T he Workers’ Party of Belgium (PTB) 
have put out a call for international 
solidarity for 13 dockers iailei,l during 
protests in Str.nsboiirg in January. The 
dockers, who were rounded up during 
confrontations with police surrounding 
the European Parliament, were part of 
a crowd of over 10,000 protesting the 
European Directive Port Package IP. 

The 1.3 dockers were convicted of 
'violence against the authorities during 
an armcdi demonstration*, as had thrown 
stones at police using teargas. 

In a statement, the PTB said: “Not 
one of them came close to the European 
Parliament. And it’s clear - thev were 

I 

arrested at random and convicted 
arbitrarily m what is called an ‘accelerated 
procedure*. Their lawyer was only able 
to see the files for a few lioiirs. How 
could they defend someone prtiperly?” 

Tlie demonstration was the culminiitioii 
of .1 campaign to stop a direcrive which 
would have seen sealarers .ind dockside 


shipping personnel carrying out lo.uling 
and unloading oi goods. TEie move would 
have undermined dockers' right.s and 
inip.icted heavily on safety standards. 

Phe bill, whicll was the second to have 
been introduced, was he.ivily defeated 
just two days after die demonsrrarion. 
Protests called by the European Federa¬ 
tion of Transport Workers sverc backed 
by strike action that brought ports across 
iMirope to a standstill. Pores closed in 
ITvince, Spain, Portugal, Greece, (jcrmany 
and Sweden. In Belgium 2,000 wr>rkcrs 
struck in Antwerp. In the Netherlands, 
Rotterdam and /Xnisterdam were on strike. 
PI B have asked for support and h-ave 

alre.iJv seen an action ol coimnunilv 

- ^ 

solidariiy launched by three unions, 
Monev collected will contribute to 
the solidarity' action initialed by FG I'B, 
CSC and CGSLB. You can pay directly 
to the l^aiik account I 32-5049503-1 5 
ot the joiiii union front. When paying, 
mention ‘Soltdarite Strashoing', 
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Job cuts deep 

I'onrs ili.li j 'icncs kif m.n|i')r |oh iosvcs 
amid hit workers m Roval M.iil ind 
Rcntokil come .ilongsidf nvciu w^ilkotits 
over proposed cuts in the IVparimcm 
ot Work and Pensions (DV\ P), 

The Communiciuions W'orkers’ Union 
(CVClh have esiinwted that up to 
40,000 more jobs could go Irom Roy.il 
Mail. h)llo\N'ing massive cuts which 
have a I read V raken pl.icc over the last 
few searv- 

Tiic move comes as Roval Mail tries 

f 

fn cut irs total costs to £370m hefore 
Ap nl. as the service opens to private 
».iiinperirion. Proposals have included a 
doubling ol‘ rhe pan*rime worklorce ro 
40“>. ot [he roral, and aurom.utng more 
hincrions within the service. 

The CWXl, who li.ive been running a 
campaign to up pay tor mail wtirkers 
25''''o. in line with n.ttion.il averages, 
said ihe curs were ‘P‘ir>ic management’. 

Rcntokil have announced the closure 
of Its imen and workwear business, 
w^htch had been up lor sale, threatening 
1,700 jobs. 

Tlie business had been put up for sale 
in 2004 due to a £5m operating loss, 
but is now to be closed at a cost of 
around £50m. 

The Public scn'icc union PCS has 
warned that the government may be 
planning to outsource some of the 

workforce in the DWP, after securin' 

* 

plans were discovered for when work I 
moves to cheaper countries. 

The DWP deny outsourcing was 
being considered, saying it not there for 
any ‘specific’ reason. 

fio iar 15.000 jobs have been culled 
from the DWT, with 15.000 more ro go 
rhe PCS arc repnntng a service 
provision breakdowm ar many sires. 

Diving in ai Bristol 

A three-das occupation of Brisro! North 
Pool ended on Monday 23rd January witli 
bailiffs forcing rheir way in through a 
window ro esict protesters. 

Tlie action, in response to die continued 
closing of public amenities by Bristol 
Council, was designed to provoke a 
discussion over both rhe pool and wider 
CIVIC sociers". 

One of the ixcupien, said: “We are a 
group <jf individuals concerned about 
the disappearance of public space and 
the priv.itisatKin ol public services in 
Bnstoi. This year we Jhsvc witnessed the 
closure of Spccdweil ahj^ilwood 
pools, the Rohm Cputing morts centre 
at well as Bristol N'ordi..also 
seen recent tiujs m library seryiciBi-. 
gJossc J js ‘rigstfuciiufuig', a prottcfs 
v.hiUi .ilu> rhi^stns tmr hoKpitak" 

I h' pruteiwrs, wh0 are 

weekly {filling® (o s€ie wfutt is l lfag 
dojjK tiiankcd the public for 
afwwrng s high level of support: for the 

«^iip«a©iL 

SW' *yni0in' -arn^unGed 

Sfwier llpiKg ,m Ac BMP havr 

llM'lfefBitrig of a uriiuii 
^ .of fbe jb-iidsi 

md ivJNfP oriLiiJjnjkcrv. 

t T0fh.me pr iiuarv 

rneurftfrtfeip m far of 

ihtOWli out of €S8hfif luuoii*. for iheir 
f4^risbr will j:yvi ?.#:vctal 

rhuui^nd to ,utd aims n, 

"liRprovc Ae rdilJ4sii3 

riirployrr* and eeopl- 

aH [odtutriet lerveg .by r|*e I 

The fi f «tit liej |?y fonsnir I 

NiikimJ I'oiti iimithrr PacrkJt 

hopes to draw in up as I ' 

*t|*uidhqi mipWs if II n- fifearod for ® 



CHINA: The 'Citeat I'lrcwall of China’, 
a massive systenf of ceiisorsliip controlling 
.K'cess to the interner across the nation, 
is to he bolstered after .in agreemenr was 
rc.ichcil with online search giant Google. 

The company, which is aitempting to 
claw hack market share in rhe state, has 
agreed to remove all reference to 
Tiannamen Square, Tibet, 'T’aiwan. as 
I well as ro any thing which might arrack 
rhe ruling pnrc>’’s dominance or promote 
dissennng groups. Google follows 
, Microsoft and Yahoo! in accepting a 
deal, which it hopes will pur it back on 
an equal footing with Chinese rival 
R.iidii. 

Baidu, which operates with a pre¬ 
programmed censorship system, curreiidy 
works faster than Google as it is not 
run through the Chinese government’s 
filtering system. 

CROATIA: Tlie Second Anarcliisr Bookfair 
in Zagreb will take place from 31st 
March ro 2nd .^pril 2006. The Zagreb 
Anarchist Bookfair (ASK - Anarhisticki 
sajam knjiga) aims to become a long¬ 
term, developing proiect. Tlie first bookfair 
(in March 2005) went w'ell, and organisers 
hope ro bring in more and more people 
every year as participants, publishers, 
groups, projects — whoever is interested 
in what the bookfair has to offer. 

ASK will take place in Zagreb every ‘ 
spring, as a local resource for anarchist 
I and liberrarian books and ocher publica¬ 
tions. The organisers also aim to open 
discussions on subjects of importance 
to the anarchist movement, or for their 
local community. 

m 


Email ask-zagreh^ner.hr for more 
intormarion. 

ITALY: Silvio Berlusconi has restricted 
imports of abortion pills in rhe run-up 
CO the election in a sop to Catholic 
fundamentalists. Ilic move, designed to 
cemenr his far-right coalition's ‘family 
values’ agenda, comes alongside a vow 
by the Prime Minister never to sanction 
gay unions. 

Mifepristone is used across Europe, 
and blocks the hormone progesterone, 
which is vital for continued pregnancy, 

Berlusconi, who runs a near-monopoly 
on rhe media in Italy, has been accused 
by Icft-W'ing opponents of abusing tiris 
control to appear almost nightly on 
national television. On one appearance, 
he vowed he would remain celibate 
throughout the election campaign ro 
honour the Catholic ideal of chastity. 

JAPAN: The Osaka Municipal Goverii- 
menr has been removing homeless 
communities from t\vo of its parksiin 
preparation for the World Rose Conven¬ 
tion. Around a third of Japan’s 25,000 




I homeless are based m Osaka, and these 
evictions .nre meeting mass resistance. 

About [ 00 people - some 17 homeless 
I people and their supporters - shouted as 
the city government started dismantling 
the tents in Utsubo Park ai around Sam. 
Two people from the homeless side 
sustained injuries in a struggle with the 
ot’ficials at Utsubo Park, where rents 
were quickly removed. More than 750 
city employees and 3.50 police have been 
' drafted in to remove rhe tents. 

Many homeless people in Japan live 
in stable tent communities in the parks 
of irs larger cities (see picture). In Tokyo, 
rent villages in Ueno park have an agree¬ 
ment with the authorities that they will 
tetnpor.inly pack up and 'hide' for major 
events. However, Japan has increasingly 
been attempting to remove its homeless 
park communities from view permanently, 

SWITZERLAND: The World Economic 
Forum (WEF), ,i foundation consisting 
of chief executives of the world’s richest 
corporations, luational political leaders, 
and selected intellectuals and journalists, 
met last week in the Swiss mountain 
resort of Davos. 

The neo-liberal insrirurion has been a 
focal point of rhe extra-parliamentary 
anti-capitalist movement in Switzerland | 
for the last few years. A decentralised 1 
Day of Acrion on 2Isr January saw f 
anti-WEF events in a dozen towns with 
hundreds of people participating in 
creative and militant actions, I 

Activities ranged from ‘Reclaim the ' 

Streets’ to street theatre, demonstrations 
and public meetings. Militant activists 


threw paint bombs at banks and attacked 
several buildings with fireworks. 2,5l)U 
people took the streets in Basel against 
I the WFF, imperialist wars, repression 
and capitalism on 28rh January. 

After facing intimidation in recent 
years from the Swiss armv 6,500 
soldiers protected the WEF, activists 
decided to focus on a decentralised Day 
of Acrion. Srreet-theaire. demonstrations. 
Reclaim the Streets parties and paint 
bomb attacks took place in a dozen 
towns. 

USA: George Bush Jnr lia.s turned 

against his former nglu-h.md man and 

top fundraiser jack Abramoff, saying 

the US Senate needed to find a way to 

deal with lobbyists ‘raking advantage of 

the system’. 

# 

Abramoff, who has pleaded guilty oa 
charges of corrupt practice during his 
rime as a lobbyist on Capitol Hill, was 
one of Bush’s top fundraisers during the 
2004 presidential elecrion campaign. 

Abramoff pleaded guilty last month 
to federal charges regarding sciieincs to 
bribe public officials and defr.uid Indian 
tribes who were his lobbying clients. 

He has promised ro co-operate in 
investigations into his relationship with 
various top-level senators, prompting 

proposals for strong measures to stop ir 

happening again from -J-—- r , - 

house. 

In a raster of the radical changes is> 
come, on a .379-50 vote, the Republican 
led house changed its rules to ban access 
by former members-turned-registered 
lobbyists ro its chamber and gs'm. 


T he Federal Bureau of Investigation 
issued a 65-count indictment on 
20th January, alleging that 12 people 
were involved in Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) and Animal Liberation Front (AI F) 
activities in the United States spanning 
five years from 1996 to 2001. 

As a result of the Grand Jury investiga¬ 
tion m Eugene, Oregon, the suspects 
have been charged in 17 arson and 
sabotage attacks on federal and private 
facilities in five states. No one was 
harmed in any of the incidents. Ongoing 
grand juries in San Diego and San 
Francisco are also targeting emaronmental- 
isis and animal rights defenders. 

The narion-wide sweep of arrests, 
dubbed 'Operation Backfire', has been 
declared by the FBI as a major hit to 
environmentalists and animal rights 
activisis who engage in destruction of 
property as a means to defend wilderness 
and lives of aiiiiTials. Operaijon Backfire 
was annouiia'd as die Bush Adminisiration 
currently atfenipis to deicnd its doniesiic 
spying program, ivhich iiuiiiy (ram both 
s)de> ol llic politKa) spectrum fi.ive 
alIrgL'd ti. iinLonsniuiion.il. 

M.iny t.isrs uivoked iii the indictnveni 
vjrra’ |usi Ixlufc llie %t.nu|e ol (iniit.nioiis 
w js Jiir it» I vpirr Aiiorney (lenc r.d 
•vIlHir*! H G<1IJ) Direcinr Roheri 
M il Dll ,Mui ,A| ( DiTLCior ( arl Iniscoii 
■ i.tini rli (t <1 o irrforoni' is (hi' iiiimiIh i 
"1.1 .t|. iiTfiifrnn ifireai in tin.' It's. 

L ] . tlrlllK .I (IP ijH US TkiIl Itl 


Federal Regulations (28 CFR Section 
0.85) as “unlawful use of force and 
violence against persons or property to 
intimidate or coerce a government, rhe 
civilian population, or any segment 
thereof, in furtherance of political or 
social objectives.” 

Gonzales, at a recent news conference, 
said "Investigating and preventing animal 
rights and environmental extremism is 
one of the FBI’s highest domestic 
priorities." According to Carl Truscott, 
director of the Federal Bureau of Alcohol. 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, there 
are 188 open investigations of crimes 

claimed by the ELF and ALF, dating to 
1987. 

.Around 25 to 30 of those cases, Truscott 
added, are being actively being pursued 
- about half of them in the Pacific 
Northwest, California and Utah. The 
only evidence declared in the 83-page 
indictment comes from the testimony of 
ffve ‘confidential sources’. 

Two individuafs have been puhlicly 
tdenti.^d as FBI inlormani.s, Jacob 
Ferguson .tnd Stanislas ‘j.ick' Meyerhoff, 
the Litter who has been indicted. FBI’s 
indicHiiehTf are fcikmg iume uf the heat 
off thg Bureau after the FBI's Lulure to 
apprehciiJ anvotie in FI 1- and AI.F 
L t H)ns w PcL c 1 u Iy cX pcjsc'tl, 

G:f the iiulividu.iK in cusiudy, ainiost 
all ii.ive piilihdy proclaimed innocence. 
Some |..ive openly si.ued dial they luive 
no alfili.itjon with the FLJ- or uny like 


organisation. Chose facing charges 
include the following. 

• Dsniel McGowan: environmental and 

social justice activist from New York. 

He has been an acrive member of the 
communit)', working on diverse projects 
such as the demonstrations against the 
Republican National Convention, Really 
Really Free Markets, ,ind supporting 
political prisoners such as Jeff ‘Free’ 
Luers and others. D.inicl was a graduate 
student earning a Master’s degree itt 
acupuncture and working at Women’s 
Law, a nonprofir group that helps women 
in domestic abuse situations navigate 
the legal system. See supportdaniel.org. 

• Chelsea Dan Gerlach: peaceful 

environmentalist who has lived almost 
her entire her life in Oregon. At the time 
of her arrest she worked as a t.dented 
DJ in demand in the Porrland area. As 
Chelsea s sister states, “the person we 
know and love i^ incapable of such acts 
and we haw absolutely no reason to 
believe in her criminal involvement in 
these tascs." Sec supportchelsea.org 

• Darren Todd Thurston: well-known 

Canadian activist who is deeply concerned 
about his ability to receive fair trcamicni 
as a Canadian being held on US soil. 

Sec lreedarrtn.org. 

• Jonathan Paul: firefighter and long- 
lime erivironmeiital .nid animal righis 
aaivisi who lu-lpwl ai-found Amenc.r*, 
Whale Alli.iiHe and Ollmiv Defense 
liilernatu.nal. 


• Suzanno Savoi©: environmental 
activist who has been helping to organise 
campaigns to stop the Bald Lick timber 
sale and protect the Counderoy Mountain 
roadless area on Oregon’s Black Moun¬ 
tain. Her support group can be reached 

via fnendsofsuzannesavoie@vahoo.com 

• Kavin Tubbs; described as a uniquely 

gende, loving person who is iincoiTunonlv 

■ 

generous to friends and strangers alike. 

See supportkevintiibbs.org. 

• Joseph Dibee. Josephine Overaker 

and Rebecca Rubin: are not currently 

in custody. 

* 

• Sarah Kendall Harvey: from Arizona, 

she IS currently out on bail. She has 

requested that she receive no prisoner 
support. 

• Stanislas Meyerhoff: according to 

the /Associated Press he is now cooperating 
with the authorities as a snitch. 

•Bill Rodgers: remains an un-in dieted 
co-conspiraror after dying in custodi’ 
through an apparent suicide on die 
Winter Solstice. Bill was a well known 
Arizona community activist who ran 
the Catalyst mfo-shop our of his home. 

In a separate investigation in Sacramento, 
California, three individuals were .irresteJ 
Oil 16rh January 20t)6, on charges of 
conspiring to daniagc or dc.strto' certain 
ptoperi)' by explosive ur jire, ITr- j;ov tTU* 
mem reported that a paid cmilidcmii.ii 
^‘Hirce ithought to be .i woman m her 
late 20s) also Imd a roU* m the .irrests. 
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As another new social centre opens in London, a gathering is being 
planned for the fast-growing network 


A s ilic New "W-u starred, a new 
ticcupadon liegan at the former 
School of Slavonic and Eastern 
European Studies (SSEES) located at 
21-22 Russell Square, London. 

1 he building, which had been vacated 
some months previously, was occupied 
by studenrs and non-srudenrs aiming to 
create free accommodation. 

The group say they have been unable 
lo gain properry in any orher way due 
ro speculaitve property prices, and are 
refusing ro fall inro a "debt trap exacer¬ 
bated by the creeping privarisanon of 
educanon”, 

TTic budding includes a cafe {Tuesdays 
to Thursdays from 12 noon to 3pni), 
bar/gig space (look out for regular 
bcnetit events), hack lab, infoshop, and 
meeting rooms. Groups using the space 
include: Bolivia .*iolidarin' Campaign, 
Campaign Against the Arms Trade, 
Clandestine Insurgent Rebel Cloum 
Armv, Feminist Film/Discussion/Action 
group, -N'o Borders, Solar Roofs Pro/eet, 
So/idanty Col/ective, (drban Design 

CoUccih'e, and the Womhlcs. Additionally 
the centre will be open for events ranging ' 
from regular film screenings to sustaina- 
bilit)' workshops, and circus skills to 
radical theory reading groups. 

The aim is m actively involve cvery^one 
who seeks and is willing ro participate in 
a reformarion of space, contesring that 
space for the development of collective 
social and pohricai needs. 

Tim. from the Campaign against the 
Arms Trade, said: “We see the social 
centre as a unique tool for education, 
activism and the promotion ot peace and 
look forward to working w'ith everyone 
using It in the future.” 

Tlie occupation follows on from and 
is inspired by previous occupations for 
use as social centres i n I .ondon and further 


jlield. say the collective. Social Centre 
Collective meetings are on Mondays at 
2 I Russell Square starting at 7prn, and 
everyone is welcome to get in^'olved. 

The opening of the new social centre 
coincides with a preliminary meeting ot 
.social centre groups whicli rook place 
in 1 be (.Common Place in Leeds on the 
29th January. 

Tlie ttirnout for the gathering, which 
rook the Common Place collective by 
surprise, took in activists from past 
centres like e\-Grand Banks, Institute 
for Autonomy, PAD, current spaces like 
Kebele, LARC, Matilda, Ba semen r. 
Sumac, Chalkboard, Common Place, 
Hanover Squares, I-irvJ2 and groups 
inreresied in future iniriatives for Presron, 
Liverpool and Newcastle. 

One attendee said: “No one was 
expecting many petiplc tt> come, especially 
as it vva.s a Sunday and die trains are sy 
shit? Some 61) people watched a monrage 
of dips about sociaJ cenrrc.s and nrlier 
aufonornoui sp.iCL'S from ;icrf>.ss Europe 
m the Common Place cinema. It \^ as 

interesting to see how each centre shares 
similar obfectives in fighting Capitalist 
logic but does so in unique ways.” 

At a packed meeting, a member of 
the Commonplace began by explaining 
why they had put a call out to other 
social centres. Thev said: “We were 

I ^ 

putting on these films with the aim of 
educating ourselves about what we are 
doing but realised that there have been 
a few arrempis to create a network and 
we thought this would be a useful 
contribution to that end.” 

.Members of each social centre present 
then gave brief presentations about the 
background ro and history of their 
particular space. This was followed by 
a wide-ranging discussion about what 
everyone was trying to achieve, some of 



The old SSEES building at 21-22 Russell Square; inset, art by Arofish displayed at the launch event. 


the problems and shortfalls iuvtilvcd and 
in what ways existing centres can work 
together. The meeting proposed a series 
of new initiatives, including the setting 
up of a full two-day gathering of social 
cenires for May/juiie (details to be 


decided), a centra! website to incorporate 
aspects of the existing social centre 
internet programmes, and the upgrade of 
an old email list to become a working 
inter-centre contact point, 

• UPDATE; There was a launch event 


on Saturday 4th February, which was 
ver\' succcssfui and absolutely packed. 
Delights on offer included an from 
Arofish, a mixture of live bands and 
DJs ... and no reporced fatalities. 

Ronald Thin/Commoner/Rob Ray 


Benefits? What benefits? 

if diey could do all that on £3.5 per head,” 
The figure currently cited for people 



A demonsiration organised I'V 

Sheffield Welfare AvUon .Netw ork 

(SW.AN) saw two to thre^ dozen 

people show up outside the town hall 

to protest about proposed clianges to 

tlie I)enefit5 svsrein on 4rii February. 

« 

Placards were waved saying "Where’s 
the |obs Tony’ and ‘No cuts, no sanctions’ 
as protesters, a non-party groupi 
engaged with passers-by on the issui— 
Thc protest was the first major aticiripi 
to bring the issue into (he public eyf by 
SW.W, a political welfare rights group 
Loitihinirig disabled and non-disabled 

jLt| \ 

ToliM Kt itll ot ihc Di^jblcd I'eoplt'S 
\cTuork if)AN) hau 
.lud I', fiinoiy'. vviih the govcrnuwrit. J Iv 
s.uil '1 lou (..ill df..ihled ptsople be forced 
l<i [hi ;, luneii r chosen lo fur 

iiK.ip.itii.iird Ifovvcan you Overcome 
ilr>.ihlisi .iMimdes !>', imploycrsf li'JI be 

.ill nirni.il |<dc., vs lii'fr S tile cJiOlcef'” 

< hri'., (ruin llridlitit;(oii. fcjisl Yorks 
.iii.ickvd thi g'.ivri Hint III tt»r treaimg 


incapacity' as a bastion for the workshy. 
He continued: “We want to work, what 
wc need j.s support networks when we 
need ro work. WeVe an easy target to pay 
for an unjust war. Fve been continually 
victimisetl and liarrassed for my whistle 
blowing". 

It is hoped tliar around a million people 
will be retrained and sent out to work 
under scheme. The government has 
pledged just £35m to getting people on 
Iricapacirv' benefits back to work. 

Duriiig a siaiement made at the protest, 
a hre.ikdown tif ihesc figures was given. 
It was pointed out that this has to pay 
for si/Iving any overarching problems, 
rctramtng, giving Imaiic’ial uiccniives to 
cr>mpanics who don'i want to employ 
the disahled. nuplcmcniing any upgrades 
lo coiiip.iny equipiiieiir which might he 
necessary for ilii incapaciiared to work, 
and dealing wiili issues tiuch as iransporr, 
long term IumIiIi problems, etc. 

One jiioit sti r commented bifierly 
■’ That would he tlie deal of ihi* teniurv 


on incapacity benefits is around 2.7 
million, though this figure has been 
called inro question by the campaign 
group Disability Alliance, who say the 
numbers arc skewed by counting only 
the number of claimants and nor 
accepted claims. 

Approximately one million of these 
are thought to be due to mental health 
related prohlem.s, which it is thought 
the 'back to work' ethos would 
significantly iinp.ict on and cause far 
greater long-term problems. 

Currently, the average amount paid 
for incapacity benefits is £85 per week, 
winch has fallen m real terms over the 
last decade from 17.4'%3 of average 
eariungs to 15.2% in 2003, 

The govenimeiu hope to savfri /hii 
from the proposed reforms, winch 
would see intapacdy Benefit abolished 
by 2n(JH, replaced by the ’Linployment 
and Sii[ipori Allnw.lnee’. 


I n a remarkable judgement, a District 
judge has ruled that seven anti-apartheid 
protesters who had blockaded the Israeli 
agricultural export company, Agrexco 
LIK, had no case ro answer and the case 
was dismissed. 

The chargc-s of Aggravated Trespass 
and Failure ro Leave Land were dismissed 
after District Judge Barnes, sitting in 
Uxbridge Magistrates Court, found that 
the evidence against the defendants was 
“too tenuous" to justify continuing. 

On I Irh November 2004 the seven 
protesters succeeded in shutting down 
the UK distribution centre of Israel's 
biggest state-owned agricultural e.vporr 
company for over eight hours, Mticking 
both the entrance and exit to the Agrcxco 
UK distribution centre, near Swaliowfield 
Way, Hayes, Middlesex. 

I hc company reponedly lost £100,000 
ill profit, which would have been 
channelled back into the Israeli economy, 
Amos Orr, General MAinagcr of Agrcvco 
UK, said 111 cmirt thut Agrexco exports 


from Israel, and the occupied territories 
amount to some S700 million a vear out 
of a total of $880 million - the annual 
total of all Israeli agricultural exports. 

Tie admitted Agrexco imports between 
60-70% of all produce that is grown on 
illegal settlements in the occupied 
territories. 

The protest was carried out ro draw 

attention to the complicity of Agrexco, in 

the system of Apartheid that is enshrined 

in Israeli law. The defendants acted in 

support of the growing campaign for an 

international economic bovcort of 

* 

Israeli goods. 

At a packed public meeting .it the 
University of London Union. Bririsli/ 
Israeli academic Dr LRi Davis spoke in 
support of the blockade action and a 
boycorr of Israeli goods. He described 
Israel as an apartheid stare. 

The campaign ro lRiyc<jrt Agrexco 
continues, .*\ website that will gather 
intonnatioii disclosed tlirough Uxbrulge 
case will he launched stion. 
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News 


Struves in Tehran 

Bus drivers in the Iranian capitai are fighting for survivai against a 
totai state clampdown, reports Roh Ray 


onvtrii '(li.i .ind \\orkor> 

■C h.ivr been arrem'd m Teliran during 
ii stnkf i>n dStli |amiar>' ovi-r 
workiiii; vtntilirinns, .mtl tlic earlier 
(inpnsonrneni ol leading untonbts wlm 
called lor sidkcs in Deemiher, 

Mansoor Ossanlou, head (»f ilic Union 
ot Workers ot lehran and Suburbs 
Uniied Bus Company, was arrested on 
2Jnd December lor “.mempting rti 
disturb public order" (Sec l-recdnni Hrh 
januaryk 

f itllowmg repressive measures taken 
against the lledgling bus utuon in 
D(s;ember. a strike was called which 
sjM around f?,000 drivers come out. 

Bui on the Satvirdav ot the strike, 
wtiTkers found rhcmsclves being rounded 
up fit masse as they arrived at the picket 
liuesi Many were beaten up, abused 
and forclblv set to work, while others 
were taken awny in police vans. 

Three districts saw the police use 
\ roicnee to keep order against mass 
dissent and support for the strikers. 

In the ist and 6rh districts, tear gas 
was used to disperse a crowd ol 
supporters, and arrests were made. In 
the 4th district, there was a mass arrest 
of Workers and tear gas was again used. 

The night before, raids had seen the 
wivvs and children of some of the 
strikers had been dragged in prison. In 
an interview with 'Avaye Ashena' 
(himihar voicel, Malidiyc, 12, die 
d.iughrer oi a vvanted striker, said: 

“.As soon as my mum opened the 
dour, they poured into our home. I was 
asleep along w ith .Mrs Zia’s daughter.'" 
They pulled the hlankets from our 


bodies Lind stiiiTcd to hit us wiih their 
“feet and h.mds" anil told us to get mtn 
the van. 

“Thev eren kicked mv mum's cliest 
« * 

witli their hoots. She still has some 
wounds on her botlv. They iin her with 

r i 

a liaton and didn't listen to nty 
mother's appeals. They even wanted to 
spray something in my (2 \car*old| 
sister’s nuuitli. 

“Thev wanted to know where iiiv 
dad uas. VX^c didn't know that. VX'e 
didn’t have any nowg ol my dad’s 
whereabouts." 

Mahdive's inoiher has not vet been 

m 

released, and may be moved to I’A'in 
prison. 

In a statement, tin* union said: “Wh.it 
was the strike for? It was for the release 
of Mr Ossanlou and the orher leaders 
, of the Syndicate, thrown into lail for no 
reason at all. It w,as for the iniTodiicrion 
Ol collective hargammg, for the recognn 
tion ol the union, for a pay increase, 
and so on. Can you believe it that for 
such demands thev would launch such 

r 

a brutal and massive war.' 

"We hcrehy thank .ill rhose trade 
unions and organisations who have 
suppoiTcd our struggles. \Xe have a 
hard and tong barrle ahead of us and 
urge you to continue your support." 

Iranian Labour law recognises the 
right to strike. Article 142 states “in rhe 
stoppage of work while workers are 
present in the workplace or in 
deliberate reduction of production by 
the workers, a mediation board shall 
investigate the dispute." Iran is also a 
signatory ro international laws 



guaranteeing thr right to term a union. 

Tlie Union ol Workers of the Tehran 
and Sllburh^ Bits Company was 
founded in 1969, inactive since 1979, 
bur was relormed in 2004. In real terms 
wages have slumped by 4.5% since 


1979 in the Islamic state. 

The Iranian Eimbassy declined to 
comment. 

Iniemationally trade unionists, socialise and 
other activists are asked to support these 
workers. Emails of protest can be sent to the 


President of Islamic Republic of (ran at 

dr-ahmadinejad@presi(lent.jf 

Letters of protest can be addressed to the UK 

Iranian Embassy at 16 Prince’s Gate, London 

SW7 IPT. or email info@iran-emb3SSy.otg.uk, 

or telephone on 02072253000. 



Iran: double slandards 


COMMENT 


pieces in the newspapers will provoke 


A new report by two m.iiur NGOs 
has found th.it ihe l!U s flagship 
programme for delivering on 
worldwide unttation and drinking 
wafer Targets has spent four years in 
“endless rounds of ineetings in 
Bnisiels". 

Worldwide. ibcTc .ul l.l billion people 
without safe dnnking w.ner and 2,6 
billion art* w'lihour SHiiitaiiuii. 

hi 2002 the European Union launched 
irv Viaier liuuaiive (l-.UW!) to combat 
this i.ituaiian. it is supposed to ensure 
ih.li the E 1.4 billion .iunu.ll water aid 
budget 14 U4cd40 us hiUest effea. In order 
to rjcilptaic thm objeerive, it has five 

ni.,]iri jiiTi'i, TIunc an* (u: 

• Itcjnfiiur political tomnurmeni to 

.R f II -'i; 

• I-I i-rollie ol wjicT and sailitanoii 

I' i.< ; 

• • ' ■ " f LL-'Hial tiiujsrrarion; 

* ••• u ' v,'.'.Rrri.mcc; 

• * I >iii .11 iii!, ! Oindinu- 

lll•’.^i ..■r IHU ‘U; ■ jtlRin IHJl fJlII- .lllgjt' 


sanitation through the initaiive, according 
to rhe report. The EUWI initially stalled 
as It took more than two years lo adopt 
Its 19-page organisational struciure, and 
then spent its rime promoting private 
finance initiatives despite the fact that 
public finance outstrips private fin.ance 
by nine times in developing country 
water sectors. 

The repon, by reformist NGOs Water 
Aid and Tearfund, said; "Established to 
make better use of the EUs existing 
f: \ .4bn annual aid ior water, the EUWI 
lias acrually operated on the b;t.sj.s thai 
the priority is to amact new private 
1 1 nance. 

"Tlx* ELiWf has attu.illy h.ad a negative 
eltccT In distrattiiig h,ird-pressed officials, 
Ihev li.ivc Incused on submitting 
propos.ils - ihe vast majority c*f which 
will be unviietcsslul since the I l.lWI was 
I ^ times r ivcr-subsci'tbed rarher chan, for 
ex.iinple. on lohhying ibeir own govern- 
Ha nts tu pnontisi' the water and sanitation 
v.elof nioie m the allixjlmn of debt 
rebel monies or .nJ hk leases. 


Donors often no%v provide more of 
their aid as General Budget Support 
IjGBSj. These funds go direct to the 
recipient country’s Emance Ministry 
rarher than ro individual projects,” 

Even using PM as their primary means 
of try ing u> gam money from EU member 
states, the proicct li.is failed to bring 
water provision up the agenda. The only 
member state which has offered to pledge 
more money has bten France, in the 
form of 30% grant, 70% loan ratio. 

The EUWI has also met setbacks in that 
private compantes have refused to enter 
into PFI agreements, judging the market 
infrjstnicriire as “too we.ill” for them 
to be sure of reaping long-term profits. 

tairrenrly the m.am priority of the 
org.inisation is to begin talks with 11 
'ccmntrv dialogues’ yviih African govern- 
niL'iitA. to devise political and fin.-mcial 
sti.it(‘gic.s for .spending rhe aid inonev. 

f 

ITie 1 LJ launched its Water initiative in 
SepiemlTer 2002 as its “main coiunhiiiion 
to the athievement td the MDCi for 
drinking water and finnitatioii." 


I t seems ironic governments which 
ignored UN and world opinion by 
invading Iraq should now turn round 
and cite defiance of the iniemarional 
community" from Iran as a crime worthy 
of sanctions, air strikes or oven war. 

Even assuming that there was strong, 
independently verified, evidence of a ^ 
desire to build nuclear weapons the fact 
IS that Iran is no position to build any 
for at least a decade. 

rhe double standards are staggering. 
America leads rhe world in developing 
WMD, including nukes. In the UK, 
Iran's desire m develop nuclear power 
for civilian use is dismissed as little 
more than a front (as the fourth largest 
oil e.xporter it has no need), it is ironic 
this argument is raised as Blair defends 
UK expansion of nuclear power by 
arguing that oil is finite. 

So svhai li.ippens next? We can expect 
die process of scaring the people to I'legm 
.igaiii. Iran will replace Iraq. Opinion 


worried ediiorijls. Iraq will be forgotten, 
bar rhe occasionnl letter or opmlun. 

And after that? Perhaps Iran will be 
quietly dropi>ed as the LN is in no position 
to wage another war. Obiecnvely, it looks 
inipossihlc for them ro attack Iran. The 
army is bogged down in Irtiq. 

Tet Bush’s handling of everything, 
particul.irly the .Xliddle East, is inept. 
Opportunistic rheronc about the 'a.xis 
of evil helped bury whatever reformist 
movement there was in Iran by making 
It easy tor hardliners to paint it .5S 
‘objectively pro-.Anierican'. Logic 

and reality have never stopped Bush 
before. 

One factor w'hich could stop them is 
a vigorous peace movement is liicfi, unlike 
the one in the run up to Iraq, can turn 
words into (directi action. Sadly no 
such movement exists and gi\cn what 
does, and rhe weakness of the .inarchist 
movement, it seems unlikely one will 
dey elop - unless we try to build ii, 

lain Mackay 
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John Shute looks at leftist political group 
crime in the communities they serve 


IWCA’s relationship to 



Blackbird Leys, where the IWCA lias enjoyed its most visible successes 


A ny serious crinquc ot the 

Indcpcndcni VV^orking C'ktss 
Association ought to accept 
ihiic the hiiulamental premise 
of the IWCA is correct. The 
leir luis, as they state, 
ahatidoned the working 
class, and .inv eifccrive resistance to 
capital can otily he esiahlrshetl on the 
basis o) rebuilding a miliianr current 
wiihin the working class. 

Any other strategy will comntcnce from 
the positum of isolation esrahlishcd hy 
the left, and repeat its mistakes. What 
IS necessary is rhe re-forging of a current 
of working class resistance, which takes 
as Its starting point - given the weakness 
o! the organised working class in (he 
workplace - a coinmiiniry-based politics 
of. as the (AV'C.A pur it, working class 
rule in working class areas. 

in pLirting tins inro pracnce tlic IWy.A 
have established themselves as credible 
organisers of resistance to council house 1 
selhoHs, disrepair and council corruption, I 
In the c.tse ol north London organiser 
Ciarv O’Shea, this has lx:en at considerable 
personal cost - he was evicted from his 
home as a result. Though when it comes 
ro addressing rhe issue of working class 
crime and anri-social behaviour, the 
good practice of the IWC.A appears ro 
conic undone. 

.A focus upon crime and anri-social 
behaviour - if ir is ro lead ro a rebuilding 
of working cl.ass milirancy and self- 
identiiv - has to take into account a 
number of facrors. As rhe IWCA 
acknowledge, any campaign based 
around such issues has to distance itself 
from what they call a “cultural witch¬ 
hunt of working cl.ass youth."' £c]ually 
though. It lias ro recognise within what 
eontevr rhar witch-hunt ts taking place. 
One of the hallmarks of the New 
Labour years has been its re-arming/ 
repositioning of rhe state in relation to 
public life - such that the everyday life 
of the working class is more and more 
a policed life, vi'irh CCTV cameras 
covering every street, a massive increase 
in slop and search and personal data 
collection by the police, rhe increase of 
the visible presence of police and 
Community Support Officers within 
working class comniunii ies, increased 
cnminalis.ition of personal behaviour, 
summary lustice, etc, 

rhis has been combined with attacks 
fill the rtglit It* dissent and to effective 
poliricaJ organisation, through the various 
lerrorism Acts and their urilisation in 
relation to public order. The end result 
IS that rhe space for resistance is closed 
down, and rhe working class comes to 
have a rtlaiionship with the state winch 
moves from rhe soft policing of the 
welfare suite of old i<i a sense of working 
class space as being in every sense 
"policed" space. 

If the Thatcher years were based on a 
strategy of hieaking thr urganised working 


class which liad rnounted so effective a 
challenge lo capital in the l96Us and 
then New I.abour represents stage two 
of that strategy; the rcdisciplining of a 
disorganised, tragniented working el.iss. 

None ol this tipures anywhere In the 
IWCA analysis ol working class crime. 
Neither is there anv effective analysis of 

r ■ 

the root cause ol arinic wiihin \vorking 
class communities. Anri-sncial behaviour 
is .1 direct product ot the decline of 
traditions of solidarity ,ind resistance 
within working class conimiimties. 

It is the con.sequence ot aromisaiion 
and fragmentarion within our coinmuni* 
lies and .is such it can onlv reallv be 
atidressed through the re polmcts.tnoit 
of those comnnmI lies. Organising 
community resistance to crime c.nnu)i 
be an end in itself. For it to work it has 
to be a means fo rhe re-fnrging of 
community scif-tirganisariou, ari.>und a 
tecs'gninon o! working class interests in 
the widest sense. 

There is no |y>int in the self-oi’ganisation 
of working class communities to 
address issues of anri-social behaviour 
unless in the process w'hat is also 
addressed is: 

• the need for working class pt'litical 
independence: 

• the political necessiu' of active solidarin' 
within working class communiries - as 
a means of sury'ival for those communi¬ 
ties in the face of attacks on rights to 
benefits, social housing, working hours, 
wages, health and education, etc. 

F,ciually, what has to be posed is rhe 
c)iiesrion of w'har working class independ¬ 
ence actually means. To provide an 
e.xample, die campaigns w'irhin nationalist 
communities in rhe Six Counties over 
such issues as drugs, anti-social 
behaviour, touting, benefits snoopers, 
etc., have focused both on direct action 
as a solution to working class 
prolilcms, and the Illegitimacy of the 
stare as a policing force within working 
class cominunities. 

This second element is crucial, otherwise 
comm unity' groups become not counter- 
forces in opposition ro the stare bur a 
supplementary volunrecr force for rhe 
state. In relation to crime in working 
class CO Him unities, rhe stare couldn’t 
give a toss. The strategy of the state in 
relarioii ro crime is to confine it to 
working class communities: a) so as not 
to threaten rhe voters and shopkeepers 
of Middle Kngland; and b) to increase 
the process of aEomisarion within 
working class communitie.s. 

The New Labour siraiegy in relation 
to crime might liesr be identified .as ‘Let 
rhe Working Class Fat Itself’. The rcastm 
the police are so lifde concerned about 
drug dealing and anti-social bciiaviour 
is because their policing of working 
clas,s areas isn’t intended to be in the 
iiirtTfsts oi rhe working class. Aside 
from I he fact that many cops are happy 
to profit Iroiii their owm involvement in 


the local drug trade, the loiv level war 
of all against all within our communities 
is what is supposed tu result from Blair’s 
concerns about anti social behaviour. 
Meanwhile rhe media sells us chav 
stereotypes to convince us of our i>wn 
impotence. 

In pelation ro its focus on crime, the 
IWCA has pursued occasituially very 
effective community anti-drugs 
initiatives, such as pickets of dealer’s 
houses, pickets ol areas with a high 
number ol muggings and doorstepping 
those most invoh'ed in street crime. In 
Blackbird Leys, where the IWCA lias 
en|oyed its most visible successes, it has 
made serious efforts through direct 
action campaigns to organise rhe local 
community to confront heroin and 
crack dealers and close down local 
crackhoiises. 

Whar’s been missing though has been 
any over-arching political analysis to 
seek to draw anv conclusions from such 
activity that will fosrer working class 
independence. In some cases the IWCA 
have appeared to act as a pressure group 
on the Thames Valley police instead of 
a working class alternative to ir. In 
relation to the Blackbird Leys community 
cenire bar, the IWCA have called for 
the licensees to be stripped of their 
licence on the basis of rumours of ‘Yardie’ 
activity there, despite themselves 
conceding they have “no evidence of 
illegal activity on the premises.” 

In relation to the closure of a crack- 
house at 25 Birchfield Close, they have 
stated that the ptdice have seen the 
crackhouse as a chance to grab the 
media spotlight with one big raid, then 


later conceded that there have been 
regular police raids on the property'. Far 
from being based on an analysis ol the 
role of the police in relation to the 
w»>rking class, and a strategy for 
reforging community solidarity in its 
own interests against both crime and 
the stare, the IWCA .approach turns 
direct action into a means ol pressing 
tile local state to act - a reformist dead¬ 
end that has nothing at all ro Jo with 
the realisatiim of “wtirking class rule in 
working class arca.s.” 

.As rhe IWCA councillor Stuurt Craft 
puts it in their November 2005 bullerim 
“One of the purpo.ses of the Blackbird 
Leys community patrol was to force the 
police tti 1% accountable and to deal 
with the problem [drugs and anti-social 
behaviour|.’' 

in a community meeting with Thames 
Valley police. Craft states that “where 
there is a problem as serious as this, 
resources should be made avail.nble. 
There should be no excuse from the 
authorities for not taking the necessary 
action” (August 2005 bulletin). So, not 
only are the police now part of the 
solution (rather titan a means of contain¬ 
ing and disciplining the working class) 
they should be given more resources! 

.All talk of working class independence 
has been forgotten in favour of a call 
for ihe police to do their job properly 
and lor the local state - which vou 

i 

might think wouki he what the IWCA 
was committed to organising against - 
to 'take action’. Thus, the IWCA in 
Blackbird Leys are reduced to hailing as 
a victory for working class self- 
organisation the involvemenr of rhe 


police in funding a local drugs pntject 
(Community Action and Developmenti. 
How the securing of police futiding 
>qujrd.s with working class rule in 
working class areas is never fiilly 
expkiineti. 

ii crime is a problem for working class 
conimunities, ir doesn’t follow rhar 
increased policing is the solution. The 
whole point i>f working class self- 
organisation is to address our problems 
ourselves and to challenge the Icgiiimacy 
of the state as it acts upon our daily 
lives. Comnuniirv resistance has to be 

A 

posed as an :ilrernarive to the state, not 
a contplemeiu to ir. The end-goal has to 
be the re-poliritisanon of our class 
around its ow'ii interests. Craft - aijd 
presumably the IWC.A as a whole - 
would have it otherwise. 

Way back in .March 2004, Craft wrorc 
that the solution to anti-social behaviour 
is '‘increased professional support, 
improvement in social funding, and a 
mechanism tor dictating what type of 
behaviour is acceptable and unacceptable 
... put in place as piirt of local authorities' 
Anti-Sddal Behaviour Strategy.” 

Aside from rhe invitation to the white- 
collar cops to follow on from rhe boys 
in blue in policing the working class, 
the point has to be made that the 
problem with spending rime as a local 
councillor is that vou come to see rhe 
local state as part of rhe solunon, not 
as the probicnt. Perhaps its rime for 
Stuart Craft to rake a rest, before 
working class rule in working class 
areas gets reduced to a hical authority 
strategy document, and the IWCA turns 
into Labour Briefing. 
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Anarchism 

Arinrchi^f^ work ttuNiKds a siKicty ul 
murufcil aid and \nluni.iry cn-opcrLition. 
VtV rc|ecr guvcrnnicnt, and all forms i>l 
c'xplonarion and domination. 

I rcrdiJm Press is mdi-prndent 

anarchist puhli^hci, itMinJcJ in ISSri. 
tVcsiJcv this nt'W^^papef, vshii^h 
r>iii even rwu weeks, we pr^iduce hooks 
on all Aspee^s rn an ircliisi ilieor\ and 
practice - ver our urh^rtr tor a lull ll^L 
In uur hiiildtni; m tiasr l,oridi>n we run 
Britain's hijyxest jnarcliisf hi'iokshnp 
and hoM tfu* \urononn Clul> nircfing 
r<^4Hn anti flic I rivdoni I lacklah open 
access I r space. 

(^tir aim js rri explain anarchi.sm 
more an^i \ a sUnw that pctiple 

can \\iirk roi^eflicr and use tlirecf aerjon 
ti* pracTtcalfv imprn\ e our lr>es and 


Objective 
journaiism at 

its best 

1 ht‘aru.ii\is<itiitii Miih.i l.cns floc.itcd 

i 

.It mcili.ilftis.org) h dedicircd to an;ilysing 
till- mcili 1 .ind showing how it defends 
power, h.ising tisell on (;hi>nisky‘s 
■|*ropagjiid.i Model' of how (tlild tt)r 
whoiTil the medi.i works, its .iinilysis 
esM*nti.iI re.idiiig lor nil r.'idic;)ls. 

To get ;i r.isre of tr, we pre.sent this 
exch.iiigc hetween fhe orgiinis.iiion .ind 
the BIK:. Clhitxiing tfin us reporters 
were simply rcptMiing tIS iiid UK 
govenuneiit claims o! their rnotis'es as 
ofijecin'e f.ict, Nlerli.i l.i-ns eniarlosi the 
comp.iti>. They poinied out that oiie 
iTporrer sMted that “US intervention in 
the region ... is puslimg its democracy 
agenda, has created a jioliiicnl space 
that disseliters can occupy,” However. 
“All thi s does nor mean that the 
dreams rhai the Biisli adtvnntsrraiion 


n-inicK that ii was "flatly falst". U.S 
and LiK troops inv.ided lrat| to 
disarilling in "ailcged ‘serious anil 
ciirrenl ihreai' to ihe We si from InKys 
weapons of mass destriiciion. Only 
wIiLMi this claim was revealed as an 
inildcnsihle fraud, did Blair and. later, 
Busli Liegin emphasising ‘tIemocMCy 
and human rights’,” I his tlie RBC 
simply presented “as truth arguments 
made in ‘many speeches and remarks 
made by both Mr Bush and Mr Blair’. 

Is it the job of objective, neutral BBC 
ioLirnalists to rake it .is read that our 
leaders are telling the truth? Isn’t that 
rhe task of propagandists?" 

Thill ihi.s war wa.s not about regime 
change h.is been placed in the Memorv' 
Hole, it is a goov! job ihar Media I ens 
IS there to remintl us of rbe facts, 
particularly as the same nonsense is 
now being jieddled by (be govcrnmcni 
to lusrify an arrack on (ran and the 
media is going along with u. 

lain Mackay 


build a better world. 

Freedom's editors wish ro present a 
broad range ot anarcbisi Thought, and 
.IS such the views expressed in the 
paper arc those ot the individual 

coatributors and not ncccssarilv those 

« 

of the cdiioria! collective. 

Angel Alley 

Bac k , again, and sadly, more apologies 
lo nuke about newspapers not coming 
Vlttti^ .traciei Having had a brief spurt 

tkve end of last vear. 
\vc arc now back down lo .i skil L [(in 
stafl and as rhe new year is our busiest 
nine for renrw.ils. the workload his got 
on top of us. 

l‘re-spnng cle.inmg in the .^utonomv 

P 

Club IS ongoing and vast amounts ot 
paperwork, odd bits of wood, etc., have 
been chucked out. Bui. as mentioned in 
previous lisues, the situation in terms of 
people being involved is due. Whilst we 
welcome rhe l.ucst member lo London's 
social centre dock. Freedom is trv'ing to 
run iiv book'-hup, press and newspaper 
with bjrelv ,i hall-do/xn hardy souls 
nunc whom live nearby), 

». c desperaicU need fcliablc people 
lo help out with the place. As the last 
tnunth hjs demonstrated, we don’t 
k.ijrTi nfb hjie jnvwhcre near enough 
nrn int .idmin and disrro, so please, 
gel in mudi - and proacnvrly so, as 
ntinr oi us lukc lime lo ch.ise people up 
these dais. 

()ii j more opumisiii, nou, it's probabb 
lime til armuuiKc anorlter 1 reedoni 
readers’ meeimg. How does 'lli .M.iivh 
prah vou' .\gain. ilieie will lx- an 
opp.tnmiiii Ii) speak to an rjilot, gei 
Misidvcd, coinpluiii. <ji lusi Nliuher rhe 
p.iptr witli prjise - vmjr choice. 

Contact details 

I Jnui J^fr S4b VVlnuvlupt l Mik;l» 

'^tTrn. 1 1 

"24" '’'24V 

n HM.irix^Mntprc^k.org.pL 

i VJ4^•Jr I or|,MjJk 

^ ‘ / fii. Vi »Jufnpik^s c*iy .uls 

\ci/r, j.: Ifci. iMK-uk 

ii .J jf,. ^, ,^j .y, , j, MTiprc , • ij tji 
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h.is for the region arc coming iriic*." 

As Media Lens note, this “is the key 
prop.iganda sentence; the United States 
and Britain are driven by ttindamentally 
benign motives m the Middle Fast - by 
‘dreams’ ot democracy, no less. Our 
governments invade countries illegally, 
wage vast propaganda campaigns to 
deceive iliclr own populations, .and kill 
and injure counrless thousands of 
innocent civilians. But somehovs', at 
hc.irt, they are striving lo spread liherry, 
democracy and the rights of min.’’ 

Tlus ts a staaidai?d;poactmi for the BBC. 
-A Newsnight reporter, for example, talked 
of “Bush’s grand design of toppling a 
dictator and forcing a demticracv into 
the hear I of die Middle F.isi." When 
Media Lens tliillenged Newsmglu 
editor to fustify rhi.s is objective report¬ 
ing, be replied: "i don't think it’s right 
to challenge the .issumprion that [Bush) 
wants democracy in Iraq ”! It gets worse. 
The BBC’s News at Ten reported that 
British and American forces “came to 
Iraq in the first pLice to bring democracy 
and lium.iri rights." Asked W'hcrhcr she 
sio'kI by this Eacrually tmiruc statement, 
the BHy.'s director of news replied that 
(he "analysis of the underlying 
mofivatinn of the coalition is borne out 
by m.iny speeches and remarks made 
by both Mr Bush and Mr Blair." So if 
our rulers \;iy sunu thing, the BBC 
considers ii as true. Journafism at its 
finest! 

Needless to say. Media Lens pointed 
out the obvious facts of rhe matter. 


NHS mess 

As a Suffolk lad, I’ve been handily 

« 

placed to witness what’s going on in 
one of the worst affected NHS crisis 
counties. 

Hundreds of beds arc closing, along 
with two entire hospitals and their 
staff- Mental health centres are shutting 
down, and care services for both rhe 
young and infirm are facing drastic 
cuts. 

In their stead, a r^ift of ‘care tii the 
communiry’ ideas, and a ‘refocusing of 
resources that will transform health 
care tor decades to come’. What they 
seem ro mean, in amongst the glo.ssy 
drivel of their Big Book of Plans, is that 
the PCTs are massively in debt so 
they're palming off as many sick people 
as they get away with on an unwary 
general public. 

Some of the more interesting scams 
include changing focus ro ‘prevention 
being better than cure’. In this scenario 
more health professionals arc sacked 
or moved over to being teachers of 
personal health provLsion to rhe countv. 

In theory, a more healthy county is 
one which rhe NHS can deal wirh far 
more easily. Usefully of course, the 
impact ot this switch-over will be 
almost impossible to measitic. it could 
be said in five years’ time, as the 
number of operations goes down in line 
wnh a tack of surgeons, th.n the whole 
rhmg has l)eeii a great success - as less 
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PETER ARSHINOV i T 

Ihc RuMlAF) ReveluUon Wiis Uw thw wtii^ Hio old 
MaAfuis ilaM fn^iRidoni. and tdl K(i|iM|l« to dAfta^^i 
dpprcs«p« if M iplortul tod# AS ilAif then. INlM,ln p 
AiihlnortHiWIiliiid « cIom pansidf ind poljlMf Mendt 
conttnuod Aft* ttietr rsieaM, itid MlmMr'tilsIiry of tfic 
iho most Importf inico wotli snlliMe, 


> 


new 






e Inland] from Freedom Press 


ojieratioiis .irc being done, 

And by rbe time ihe n uni hers n-: 
found out, hopeful!) die wholt dime, 
will b.nc been moved over to iht 
jirivaio sector anyway, .ind ii will 
become |iisi another hogcynian sioiy to 
tell about liow meflicicui the natiuiial 
health w'as. 

Care in die Ciinimumty is a carch-all 
for several more of these scams. Mental 
health care in parricuLir is going ro be 

sent back out so that vou and I can 

# 

have die pleasure, iusi like the good old 
d.ivs but sans the networks of 
comnuimt) support which used to help 
ileal with it. 

We can hope that the poorer f.iniilies 
from which the ment;dl> uiihealdiy are 
inevirablv moslh drawn .nre given 

i ■*' 

professional support instead, hui as 
one-to-one care is vastly more 
expensive than institutiiiiial care, that 
seems an unlikely scen.irto, 

rhis also seems to apply ro rhe very 
elderly and the severely disabled, the 
mentally handicapped and the soon-t()- 
dic, if recent indicators arc anything to 
go by, 

But never fear, this damage will lie.d 
itself apparently, thanks to the wonder 
of rhe marker. New foibonr are pushing, 

: and have been for most of the past 
decade, for a spangicy new idea - 
privatisation of services. 

Ftmny that, less tlian two decriuns 
ago, Gordon Brown vva.s announcing a 
massive injection of cash into a system 
‘ebronreally let down’ by rhe Tories, 

Now as it tyrjis out, the real money 
that went in was less than a third of 
\vha|^hc originally announced in the 
commons, but rhe expensive reforms 
and upgrades he vvanred have been 
carried out anyway, all but bankrupt¬ 
ing many of our bealth groups. Now 
he’s refusing to bail them out, and is 
calling for privatisation to 'fix’ the 
problem. 

Does anyone get the impression that 
bad luck doesn’t just run in [*CTs? 

Rob Ray 

State terrorism 
in action 

while the US bemoans the potential 
terror threat of Iran, ir kills 18 people 
(including womeo and children) m a 
(state) terrorist arrack on Pakistan, it 
justified this attack by saying it vva.s 
aimed al Q,ieda’s second in command, 
Annan aLZavvahiri (it ininallv, 
wrongly, cl.ilined to have killed linn). ll 
Iran had done something similar wc 
can be sure of what the U.S resjxjiiM' 
wnuld have been bur because America 
h.id done ii, the nitirders are reported 
inattei-ol-(.icily .ind not as the crime it 
most surely was. 

The US military tells us that most of 


when 'rc;isons of srafe' require ii. I bat 
is why leg.il and mtiral considcr.irions 
are cast aside in cases like these - such 
consideraiions only h.ive iiriliry wh.u 
they can lx- used to hirdier elire inreresis. 

IM 
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Torture 

^ page 1 

monitoring, ro validate this promise, 
i he memor.indi are useless, each of 
the .iforementioned countries hue 
rarifiecl rlie Convention .Against Torture 
but ignored it. Tliis form of monitoring 
is aJso probJematic. Periodic iMOMiroring 
will dor deny torturers opportunity, ,int/ 
isolated deralnees have Irtrle chance o/ 
exposing their mistr: armtnt w ithout 
suffering consequent rttaliaiinn. 

1 hLs course of action is lacompaubit 
with international law. As a result, the 
UK and US have tried tf> defeat a UNI 
resolution stating that diplomatic 
assurances were not sufficient to absolve 
governments of their duty nor to send 
suspects to countries where they are 
likely ro be tortured. In tlie Fairope.m 
Court of Human Rights, the UK stated 
that this duty should be balanced .igainst 
security considerations and urged other 
European governments to follow their 
lead. 

s. 

media hacklab 

Technology for social change, 

independ^t media, free software 
and open access IT 

open every day 
from 12 iKKHi to 6pm 

at Freedom 

04b Whitechapelifigh Street 

WWW. haeldidii) oiig[.uk 


Its vittim'i Were tt‘rror^st^. Flow it 
Itnoui, th.ii is a mysiciy. Wbav is true 
IS lhai soincorie has t.iken ,i decision 
to attack .1 LivihtUi are.i, knowing 
that innocent lives will be lost and ihai 
these people were expendable in ihe 
name of a greater goat. Is th.ii tiui 
sshy terrorism is denounced by our 
rulers? Are not the people ol Fakist.m 
terr.itised |um like people tn 1 ondoil 
•dter ill lulv." Whicli suggesis ih.ii 
ihe Slate does imi ubjeci. in principle, 
to tl\e ment.ilitv or mor.ihtr that 
prodiKcs ails ot lerronsm, bu! smiph 

lo having a rival. 

Win slate terrorism is nm deiiounuil 
III the same inaiiner as non Man- u-rror 
ism IS mI.vious - am act beioiiies good 


Quiz answers 

I. Flu- Okaii.igan Valley area of British 
Loluiiiliu, (.ati,id,i. Can’t fmd out where 
II got IK iiante. s.idlv. 

r 

1. Vvsar Milstem. aka H Fulp„, svas 
.lewish Argeiiiini.in moles iil.ir hiologisl. 
lie aueiuled .m i\\,\ vimgrcss ni I'.ms .md 
was on ilic haaro .n ] j J'roicsta in die 

■>TK. l ie Was axvarded ilie Nobd iVn-e m 
U's'-f. 


L From sjiJors’ pi.itnee ol sutking' o. 

lowering ilunr sails thus nnent.ng ilu 

dnps liorn , 


'‘N-ll,„V.\ld.ed's \.U. 

i •Itmnuinsi l eilei.mon 
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For d book dosignod os primarily about anarcho-syndicalism, Rudolf 
Rocker spends rather a lot of time on a basic history- - - 



T hiiv pnrm'i imi an.uclio- 

svikIk aliMii was published 
when dll' aiiariho-svndiealists 

a 

in Spain wen* at their most 
powerlnl, in early 
Tilts it.tvc Roeker. who was 
well iie»iuaiiucd with the 

throreric.il side nl anafvho-svndicalisin, 

» 

as svell . 1 '. till- international aspects the 
chaiict to show how anarcho-syndicalism 
could s»u\i’‘sstiilly put into practice. 

1 he (iinnnt seeiiieil perlect, but within 
et.uhtect) montliN the movement in Spain 
had been dt sirtned, all its achicveinents 
tiNertnrneJ b\ the i ictorious 

I rantinst loives and Hiirope stood on 
the brink oj the disastrous world war. 

Yet the basic iheon ol anarcho- 
sytuiicaiism sin vis ed both these and 
provided the inspiration alter the war 
t<» new generations ol indusrr).al and 
other nnlitants lo the eviein that the 
movement, desjsite v.irious ups and 
downs, remains a force to he reckoned 
with in many cmnurics, albeit at onlv a 
Iracnon oi ns lormer glory days. 

The text is presented as part of .\K 
I’rcss’s ’^X'oiking Classics' senes which 
indicates that, whereas the basic ideas 
dtscii.ssed are snll v.did, tt sfioiildn’r be 

st^vii fur» t^}pi .try prt >pj^,u\d:} 

tool, w'hicii is not to say that it is 
worthless either! 

The introduction by Nicolas Weaker is 
trom the IMuio Press edition of 19S9 
and gives the background to the writing 
t tf rh c text together with some guidance 
as ti) more recent w’orks on the subject 
and the epilogue is the one used by the 
Modern Publishers liditton of Indore, 
dared 1947. 

The principal differences with the 
I9}ii7 Phoenix Press edition is that it 
lacks the introduction bv Marrsm 
fc'vcrett and the first ch.ipter from 
Rocker’s Tht? London Yeari. 

For a b<.»ok designed as primarily 
about anarcho-svndicahsm, Rocker 
spends rather a lot of time on a hiisic 
historv, firstly of anarchist ideas and 
then on the workers movemcni in 
England, Trance and the rest of Europe, 
His brief h isiory of the working class 
organisation and resisiancc to capitalism 
m I he nineteent h century is well done 
and Itjghly informative, but it does tend 
to unbalance tlie hook as a whole as il 


leaves only .iliont 50 pages to deal v.tih 
the objectives, methods .ind evolution 
of atuircho-syndicalisni (the last being 
global in its cover.igcl. 

Conseiiuently the coverage ol how 
the social ievolution m .Spain was 
implemented is very schematic and 
lacks the .sort of detail ihat would make 
for a more convincing argument lor the 
anarcho-syndicalist approach. Now 
partly this is because the book was put 
together during ihe conflict itself, but 
Rocker obviously had some detnilcti 
knowledge of the collectives anti luiw' 
they were organised. 

I suspect, tor example, that Rocker 
was familiar with the CNT-EAI volume: 
CodecliI *isti iions: t’otienre constrnetiI'e 
dc la Rivolmton esfhignodn the first 
edition ol winch came out in 19.57 and 
there may also be more information in 
Rocker’s own volume The Tragedy of 
Sjyaifi published in the same year, but I 
haven’t seen a copy ol that. Diego A bad 
de Santillan’s After the Renotiffion was 
also published in 1937 and apparently 
contains a very detailed description of 
how he thought an anarcho-syndicalist 
society' could be organised, (Again a 
rifle I haven’t seen, making ii another 
ftHe Jiie (or a rcprinrli Jr is .ilso rrne 

that lie perhaps was aware that the 
conditions were different in cverv 
country and that what may have 
worked in Spain may not have worked 
elsewhere so kept the detail to a 
minimum. Or perhaps he didn’t want 
people to too closely identify anarcho- 
syndicalism w'irh the Spanish experience, 
especially if, as it turned out, they ended 
up on the losing 'side'. 

The book is very clear, however, on 
the tactics that the workers’ movement 
should adopt and what it should avoid. 
Rocker is coruscating in his denunciation 
of the purely political struggles of the 
Socialists which claims had not advanced 
the working class one iota in their struggle 
for socialism. Instead he advocare.s such 
forms of struggle as the strike, and in 
particular the genera! strike (and not 
just for purely economic gains but also 
as a weapon in social struggles), sabotage, 
sit-down strikes, go-slows and so forth. 
And at all times such struggles must 
remain under the control of the workers 
themselves and not he taken over by 


political parties for rheir particukar 
advantage. 

The epilogue, written ten years later 
in 1947, shows just how much damage 
the end of the Spanish Civil war and the 

work! u.ir had done to rhe libertarian 

labour movement, yet despite that 
Rocker remained upbeat as he realised 
that whatever the immediate situation 
W'as, as long as the capitalist class 
controlled rhe economy, then the working 
class would, of necessity, have to struggle 
to maintain, let alone improve, its 
standard living, its working conditions 
and the quality of life of the whole 
communirv. 

And even amongst the ruins of a 
devastated Europe there were the germs 
of a resurgent libertarian movement, 
albeit one which had suffered grievous 
losses. 

Anarcho-syndicalism awaits its 
historian. There have been many partial 
histories dealing with particular 
countries over cerrain periods but there 
hasn’t been a single volume history of 
the whole movement at a global level. 
Especially one that is both sympathetic 
to the subject but also prepared to be 
critical where needs he. 

At the same rime there need to be 
contemporary agitational materials, and 


here at least the many active anarcho- 
syndicalist groups have iiecn busy in 
many countries, including Britain, where 
the Solidarity Federation publishes rhe 
excellent *zine Direct Action^ the free- 
sheet CJiitalyst iind several excellent 

pamphlets and leaflets. 

Yet for all that anarcho-syndicalism 
remains very' much a minority movement 
in most countries, struggling either to 
get a foothold in a situation dominated 
bv reformist trade unions or forced 
underground by repressive forces of the 
state. 

In the former case most workers seem 
content to let their trade union leaders 
negotiate whatever benefitSithey can 
from rhe boss class whilst they live a life 
of relative complacency and comfort, 
only stirring themselves when faced 
with redundancy or enforced wage cuts. 

In such situations anarcho-syndicalist 
demands that the working class engage 
in class warfare with rhe aim of raking 

over control of the entire economy and 

¥ 

society fall mainly on deaf ears, although 
the anarcho-syndicalist tactics mentioned 
above still prove extremely effective in 
some situations. 

On the other hand in countries where 
even reformist trade unions struggle to 
sun lvc, anarcho-syndicalist organisational 


methods and forms nl struggle are nlren 
the only ones open to workers, yei the 
repression makes open propag.indisiiig 
.1 ha/iiritotis occupation .iiul reiulei s 
any form of sustained organis.uional 
presence problcnuitic. 

Anyw'ay, is* it worth gcrring rhi.s ediiioii 
of Rocker’s book? if you already have 
the Pluto Press edition then probably 
nor, unless you want to give it to 
somebody else. There’s posstlily enough 
variation betw’cen rhe AK Press incl the 
l^hoenix Press edition to niuke tr 
worthwhile if yon have nitmey to spare. 
For first time buyers this is probably 
the best one-volume introdiicnun to 
.inarcho-syndicali.sm on the ni.irket, bin 
it is far from the last word. 

At the very least a revised edition wntli 
additional chapters bringing the story niici 
the 21st century together with an updated 
reading list / bibliography would seem 
desirable. However, we should thank 
AK Press for making this litle avail.ible 
again in a very presentable edition. 

Anarcho-Syndicalism; Theory and Practice by 
Rudolf Rockei (preface by Noam Chomsky, 
Introduction by Nicolas Walter). AK Press, £9.00. 
Readers might also be interested in the Freedom 
Press title Anarchism and Anarcho-Syndicalism 
by Rudolf Rocker. £3.00 {post free). 
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Class, %mlfr Cufturs 

by Beverley Skeggs 

Routledge. £21.99 

Th thouqfif’pT(r.(«king tiook ex.inunei 
the hioturic d ilr.'r.hji .fiu°Mt of representa- 
tioni <sf tht vvofkmr * and the 

coniemprjfaj’^ i.im on age-old 

fhetnen chat ^iirrcMth. K ,tf n- .Although 
deoK and v>i lology 

and cultufiti juJicntit.. n 

cmcalliHs man* €4jrk~<*piy. of /.'i tvuh friblr 

inicri- 1 .! to anarchist** wbilr' <J< i tyvi ly 
arguing hir tht* central orginioing o.lii 
'>f dll' middle- and workmg-claf.M m 
VCcsmrn vK'igtiei - despite the great 
and lilt gurid (as wc-lf .n. in.inv radieak* 

a 


somehow believing that cl.ass has 
become irrclevani wliile poverty and 

destiturion spiral, 

Oucially, idem It) politics and the 
privileging of oppressions are thoroughly 
trashed by an author demonstrating 
throughout liijw prejudicial cliaractensa- 
tions and definitions of the working- 
classes lutv'e alway*. (jvei lapped and 
traded (hose based on r.ice, geiidei ,ind 
sexuality - though v.iihoift (spuriousi 
hioirrgical essence luiking liehind the 
difference. 

And, rather rhan fticuving .is inarxisf, 
would on die *dj)rnivt’ ‘.iiuggle hetwecii 
uipiiJp arxl aiienfi<)n is shilled 

lo lioW' die fields <>l i.oiiiti.igr and ideas 


shape lives and determine history. Bui 
this is no bourgeois idealism, because 
these fields are simultaneously produced 
by and make possible both rhe deployment 
of money and materia! resources, and 
ihe government of bodie.s. 

The la tier is achieved via what modern 
social rheory variously terms the ‘symbolic 

economy’ or 'order of discourse’. So 

¥ 

systems ol naming, classification and 
evaluaiion are physically m.ade material 
in sets ol ‘facts’ and prescripduns based 
on their (ruth and legitimacy, translated 
into disciplines guiding .aciion in the 
world incI insiitiithins exerting power, 

I lie stale, a.s well as wh.it cnimis as the 
‘ceonointc’, Co duteriniiie and eo coiistiiuic 


each other’s effects — and to critique one 
and excuse the other would be fatal. 

However, for several centuries the 
effort to persuade people to govern 
themselves xather than using force has 
trickled down the social hierarchy. 
Neolibera! globalisation recasts 
delimiions of who counts as a valuable 
citizen - in brief a Separate individual 
who 'raiion.a!ly‘ calculates and exploits 
personal characteristics and abilities in 
an objectively neutral and increasingly 
informational market, 

And those failing to so define them- 
selves and act accordingly arc conceived 
of as moral, social and political 
problems to be devalued, punished, and 


kept regimented in place with more 
precarious lives. 

Working class people, of course, are 
especially likely to be unwilling aiul/or 
unable to be as obligingly mobile .ind 
flexible as employers and governments 
demand, given our different cultural 
values and social dispositions - not to 
mention the small matter of being 
systematically denied the resources and 
opportunity to cultivate the requisite 
social, aesthetic and knowledge 
distinctions so jealously guarded by the 
middle-cl asses. .And we’re supposed to 
‘respect' iheni? I think not - .ind neiilier, 
in this respcci, does Skeggs. 

www.tQmjennlngs.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk 







































































iiikdyhi ) above board. Pussycat!! 

Executive saiaries are decided \yy 
indcpendendf ni remuneration paneU, 



jj. iiaecwi afaibe/iemii^aie* 
SfU£M ofi kcepiti^ Adiaies 





competinslortalentm ^ Many leaving payments include 
a global marketplace. compensation for notice periods 

_ and lump sums to pension funds. 

Bfiuth eiMvti¥esjfe 
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report-Therefore 
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Tiidrcfore.^MfSiUitiitUd lo8 
Spkeii QfmiiLiotiiii 








A Sideways Look 

Ms iliurJrttM \\A ‘ruiAtl pninir. 

Nt \\iu il If s prtu inr, to lu v\}n\v A t h ini'.c. 

[i\ TO |U);pIi Ih r ru v\ Ui i'K uiili 
^|lSFn ll iliirTt;v fiki' li n ftii^ i 

ti\ uil; ^ iNiJi'Hfit', A\ i!u iiiiMiM Mti 

rliiTiiitli \\i^\\ nviFiuti ^lk pi tvl lllll^ 

ihjf ihnii:^ rln^ m.n he i 

hivfli.’T Ml' nMi pt ritvJ 

ilnnj 4 shr fills ci®mpt;iiiic-d 
Fs h.ivriiL; li' fhrrc, U‘s .thosit htit cn 
numitcs x^silk il vcni hnvi* iht K%^ i-l 

f I Till MM I Mft Wt^-T^ pi*l 

in ihf hrsi nmv I %*oh \% 

pjNNi t) ixurniH .ukI khiUivn gt-Uirig \'\k 
Imis, rtv ixw iTiu slfsp. 4 hus aCTluilh 

jrri\L''^ uirliiii n\i iTiniiiriw^ ^rrtiiip to 

tlir hn> Nfi'p. It l*«in:ri 1 k‘f I'^s 

ti:.it.li(T toki IIS ib*,u h*)^t Ti* sf,ijf 

ilu' J.iv wiili A fFh:trn nnmiu^ ^v.um~nr 
Fi. isx**'. Ab %o mmi\ ol {ha vhifdren 
ha\t Ivcn Jnven, 

1 !ms [vines me ro ^inorhef pn>hti;m, 
i -* I'l.ivU thcrii! Piirkt^U 
dnvmi: Fnil-pcii at the lollipop nian, 
FLiFuuuii: tilt' sign vvhicli Ha^ihus ‘30 inph 
>j - V (111 1 >FiF Si' ar flunii. And loiuls 
4sA^ - Ifki'krrfny ClarkstvnS wet 
Jic.nn, all ii ncfits is a dfci'iil ^>vlist and 
hc\J tx- [tappN. 

Ik>ih the and parenis Ijavc 

UTirtcn to I he coimcd a hour rhr vrnlhc 
and the hehuvtouf ot specific drivers. So 
far, the response rrnm the council has 
heen crap - I hope rn repurr on lio\v 
rhaf might change, fhe head teacher 
has poinreJ <inr that rhe two nearby 
sccondarv >ehio(>Is have h.ul road 
calming *- proumahly on tlic grounds 
ot Tccnaccr^ being so much worse 
around traffic than infants? Or perhaps 
the Council just assumes that everyom: 
drives their younger kids to school 
iinwa\\ so why bother? 

j 

if cFiiltlren can’t even walk tittern 
nitnutcs to school, then iiV little womJer 
that %o many are obese. Hang on, though, 
ikat Hounds like a Jget out lor the iimk 
Fma mdiistn. I heard someone Irom 
TXalker- ♦m. ihv r.iJut the <itluT wetk. 
JcfcpJir.i: iKfif i<ii(.r-v;illvii. I.ii’nJjL-ti 
i\ !'t itle "lu-ililr. I'ev.uts:.' 
tru wt re lf>> hill nl I,it tli.tii ,t cliocol.ltc 
tiiwuit. V\ Kt rt kuK f.it ilum cveryJav. 

'ff. (|f 

manciung ihfitugii inipmh.ihlf llavours. 

10 gaudy njckcTs tull ol ilicv 

are genmg too nnn:li salt rt ruirt.iuTv, 
ewr Idd doesn’t like sugary d.onks, m-i. JeJ 
by toads «j( kids to tin* exce-ss 

salt. 

One primary it* 1 ni.idi; 

the news after itic hi .iii u .i..hcf banned 
crisps, Loads oi { omt*- sscri up in 
arms aboui n. attei ill. u'-. .1 hit tnui h 
when ediicauun ktaii rn> t** avend itn 
cnnarquciMS ol poor diet iliii >» lui. .< 'Ui, 
iyn*t 0: V/hilc Lh-ubour no ittii-.iuh'. 
afsuut tlte quaUi' t2(J ivhaoi no 

dii ufdurr sucni^iir liUr ilifin uiul lu-i 
rr^ucsis ior packed lunch air in'xo lo *i 
as much by nuvrii v and the tjiciu|d^i 
that she ori^t gict crisps rvtrry iki* tilm 

dislikaioT tbe 4iiiiicrs. 

• » 

tri^ reyaltdyiiBioyti iJ < mr m pjrrip.i);j ndj 
'trtini ibt likes of:AT*, iHinalds ih.it 1.1 II t 

ts'oulv pan of .1 hr.illhs lit* t * h I III 
suhtrSUs clear ■' (oitd 1 omp.ini' . hf mic 


l.i(.k 'i‘ I'xcrcisi. .:.ir ,ipis|.vj;r',i>- bl.iilic 
piUif licl Vf'il k|i‘*V. Vlii.tl i I'l.UTH'."' 

I, .tpil.ili'^iTl 

Svarilrosk 

Blast from 
the Past 

lokeP ftom Freedom 13lh Febiudry 1981. 
enliUed Letierfrom America 7: Vrsions of Ihe 
'Mew Poor'. 

In I'^MS a 13 yc;ir-oUI girl was rapctl l\v 
her step-father in .1 snuiil vilkigc nc.ir the 
rown ol 1 ynchtnirg, Virginia. 

Nine months later she had a tlnld. 
Sultenng from mcMir.il collapse and 
physk'.ii side effects from the whole 
experience slu' was admitted to the 
lAiKhhurg Ti-iining Schtio! am! l-losjutal 
for ‘treatment’. Unknown to !ut she 
was ifenlist'd. 

Tod.iv she staiuls sviili otliers on .1 
■ 

W.ohmgton I>C street in silent protest 
-igainsr a system at work in the heartland 
of Ronald Reagan's power - the ‘nevs* 
sonrli' — which allows people taken into 
public institiirioiis to he sterilised against 
rlit-ir wishes, 

Ihe V^irgini.i Civil LihtTtic.s Union 
(ACT U) says there may be .is many as 
65,000 people in the LfSA uTio have 
been srcriii.sed when in psychiatric care 
- and the;' do nor know it. The .ACLU 
tmeovered a nia.ssivc srerihsaiion .scheme 
111 that state only last spring, and ii has 
been in opeiation since the 1940s. Both 
men and women hav'e been the victims 
of tile stale s.Tticttoncd mutilation process, 
based on what one Virginia official said 
was an attempt tfj “weed our misfits, 
loose women or incorrigibles". 

These revelations come at a time 
when the American people are crowing 
riteir Mreodom’ for all the world to hear 
as tlicir precious ‘hostages' are coming 
home, but this dark side of the US 
public heal I h system also points to a 
continuing endemic disregard for the 
rlglits and needs of women and children 
at lime when the whole welfare svsrcm 
itstTl is about to come under artack... 

At the sanic rinic ns the Reagan 
aclrntnistrariun is preparing a cuf of 
public spending amounting lo £ 107m. 
iwu recently issued reports describe n 
worsen inp cm id it ion of life for women 
try nip lu care for rheir children on iheir 
own. i he 1.980 report ol the Naijona) 
Advisurv Cm irjcil Tin Hcoiioniic 

p 

Opportimiiy indicates that 49% of the 
lanulies living in cxirenu- poverty are 
now headed by vvtinien. up from 29% 
in I 96(j, In fact, the report predicts that 
it the eurrent rate of increase continues, 
lemaie headed I.TiTiiIirs will comprise 
lUO'h'i ol the poverty population by 
•ihotit the year 20(Ji). 

I he reason, s.iys ihe coiincit, is that 
fcnsale-lksided families are caught Iicrwecn 
.‘1 rising d(Vt>i'i.e r.ile. .iii iiiL te.ised kibour 
market .ind r.ijnd detei ior.iiion of social 
scrs ICC'-, 

»> libconn.org 


Imagine if... 

Sergeant Pepper was doing ilie rounds, 
but all seemed quiet. Outside the massive 
HQ ol the ruling BNP p.irty, a small 
group ol hardened protesters were being 
dragged away aiul h.iving a relocation 
order pi,iced on them for tlieir anti-social 
behaviGiir, but that was par tor the course. 

One of them, who he knew vaguely ns 
Marry, shouted ‘Tr all starred with the 
defeat of the religious hate bill!” 

Sergeant Pepper found his curiosiry 
piqued, and dragged the wild-eyed, 
miscreant out ot the crowd, Marty was 
srill screaming hysrerically. “They should 
never have strengthened the hand of the 
so much I Look where we are now! 
It w^as a direct link to fascist dictatorship!” 

Pepper asked kindly, hovv'i dint .Marry? 
Marry poi londci: “Isbinopliobia! It's 
ever* where! If they'd just passed that 
bilj and banned all abusive or insulting 
beh.iviour towards religion this would 
never have happened! 

Tt gave the BNP free hand to he mean 
about religion! People all over the world 
suddenly became racist overnight 
because comedians...” (Marry barked 
as though he had Tourerte’s Syndrome 
‘isi AMOPHtnsit K.ASTARDS’t “...were 
taking the piss!” 

Pepper couldn't help but a.sk. "But 
■Marry, surely banning alt ‘abusive or 
iiisuliirig behaviour' towards any religion 
would have outlawed basically everything, 
from eating pork in public lo homo- 
se.xuality or wearing a riiliher? Surely 
such an arrack on free speech...” 

Marty went nurs, “Ahh! yoti'rv one 
ij/ the/n! An fslattioffhohc!" and tried ro 
arrack, lorgeiting that borh his ankles 
were cuffed, so he fell over his own feet. 

Pepper could see he wasn’t getring 
anywhere .ind pul .Marty in the back of 
the van with cieryone else. A panicul.irl} 
old detective, who was org.inisiiig the raid, 
cuuiniciiied .is ihe doors slammed shut: 
“Didn’t he used to run .a ssehsiie once?” 


Listings 

until 18th I cbruaiy No Svveat/Zanon 
speaker tour with actions, discussions, 
film sliows, alternative fashion events 
' and speakers including Jose Julian 
Pununari from the occupied Zanon 
factory in Argentina, lor more details 
see nosweat.org.uk 

until 27ih I cbruary Past Tense presents 
j an e.xliibirion of radical mapsai the 
vegan Pogo Cafe, 76 Clarence Road, 
London L5 

lOih to 12th February Projectile festival 
of anarchist film and culture in 
Newcastle, see www.projectilc.org 
Uth to !2ih February Camp for Climate 
Action planning meeting at the .Sumac 
Centre, 245Gladsrone Srreer, Nottingham, 
see climarecanip.org.uk/meerings.hriTi 
I lith: February ^'ncFcsr._ii fesrivaJ ol 
rines, .jnri-corporate artwork, and diy 
puhlit'iirioTis at Basement Bookshop, 24 
Lever .Street, Manchester, for info email 
m anchesre rz i n e.s@ri seiip.net 
16th February johnny Fluff) punk. Sir 
Gideon Vein, w'ith .VIC Den Levccc, from 
8pm at The Inn on the Green. .T Thorpe 
Close, London W! 0, see newagenda. 
demon.eo.uk/perfelub.htmi 
ISih February London ami-war acrtoti 
forum from 2pm to ipm .at LARC, 62 
Fteldgatc Street, London El, contact 
voiccs@voicesuk.org or call 0845 458 
2564 

22nd February to 20th March To rii.irk 

M 

the tenth amiivers.iry ot the No M66 
Campaign, there will be an exhibition 
at the Basement Social Center. Lever 
Street, Manchester. 

23rd Februarx' The Radical Hisiorv of 

r & 

C.yding, at 56a Infoshop, 56 Crarnpion 
Sireer, Lotulon SE17, for more info 
email mijdLirk@macunlimitcd.net 
23rd February Greenpeace benefit night 
at The Edge Nightclub, Compton Walk, 
Souihampfon, from 8pm, far more info 
See nicktw.eoni/ticketsnew.lnm or call 
01425 489628. 


25ih t-ebruary Demo against monkey 
laboratory, meet 12 noon at Carfax 
Tower on the corner of Corrunarket 
Street / Queen Street in Oxford. Contact 
084.5 330 .'985, 07986 ,559012orsee 
\vw w. spea kca mpa ign s .org. u k 
4th M arch Seedy Saturday community 
seed swap at Edmund Kdl ITall in 
Southampton, iVom 10am to 2pm, first 
event (possibly) of its kind in the area. 
Contact 02380 64381.T or email 
seedvsarurdav@\‘ahoo.co.uk 

il 1-4 

12th March The miners' remembered, 
murk rheir heroic struggle with .i day of 
events and films at the Comninn (4ace, 
23-25 Wharf Street. Leeds, contact 
maryrosecook@gmaiLcom for info. 

18rh and l9th Afarch International 

cJemo/lsrrations rt:t eoti.uccupatiiititjti 3! 
Iraq, details ro be confirmed. 

2nd .April ‘Linaurhoriscd’ demo against 
the occupation of Iraq to mark second 
anniversary of the April 2004 siege of 
Fallujah, meet 12 noon m Parliament 
Square, London. A non-violent direct 
action w'orkshop and legal briefing will 
rake place in London on 1st April, see 
wnxnv.j-n-v.org 

4th May AG.M of leading war profiteer 
BAe Systems, and Campaign Against 
Arms Trade (CAAT) have plans, for 
more info ring 020 728 I 0297 or see 
v\ ww.caar.Ofg.uk 

26ih .August to 4ih September Camp 
for Climate -Action in north of England, 
see wwxv.cIimarec3nip.org.uk 

The quiz 

1. Where is Ari.irchist Mountain? 

2. Which anarchist xx^a-s awarded a 
Nobel Prize? 

3. Where does the xx'ord ‘strike’ come 
from? 

4. Where in Britain was 'Bakunin 
House’? 

Answers on page 6 


I ~SUB%RTPnON FORM 

j l 0 FiMdocn PrasA, 84b WNtadiapal High Street, London El 7QX 

^ Qj ^Plefeir Hlafi a MEW stitacnp^ion to rtv'<.*dom for Issues 

I Q PimmUHOt Bif subMaipbtxi to F(«edufii toi issues 
Q I eneioer a tionoon 

I Q rq asr to gar th On)ef end cotripleted me fonn (sm rt|[ht) 


i ' Rodoee £ peimant (efteoues payitole to Fteedom Press please) 

4 

% 

Hmm 



t 

i 

I 

I 

( 

I 

I 

I 

1 

I 

1 

« 


,1 

II 

I 

i 

J 

•S -A'; 


STANDING ORDER FORM 

Mease return to Freedom, B4b Whitechapel High Street, London El 7QX 


I to the maiager (your Dank) 

I 

I 

I 
I 
1 

] Bank address 


Bank name 




I - • * • k 


4 , M M i. m 




Postcode 


• T T ^ i ^ f. ^ ^ 




• r ^ ™ 1 • . ^ ^ ^ p ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


i £ 


eacf> month/quartet/year {tleleie as appropaaie) suirting on (dale) 


Namefs) of account hD)der(s) 


^ k - r ’ I 


CRiLf iiurr-GC?i 


Sort code 




I 

I 

1 


Far iMrih u>*: oill/ 

f'Tj' S'.(ni h: F.■•;T■dom FTeKT iiuiiiL-j! 8294i59()b '.urtcfide /2-00 05. Alliance I 

c No.j« (Liotl!' Ojk oaa i 


li-a-'-i- Iviflk {lit 


■ ^ tiw m- 


' 1.^2* lk> ^ 


ep -j-ir m ‘m m. . 


n#, ^ 


'» ^ ^ 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
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(iliOpt; 

tsurlDc^f 


Freedom (24 Issues) half price for 12 issues 

Claimants 

16.00 

— 

— 


Regular 

20.00 

29.00 

29.00 

41.00 

IrtsliluHons 

28.00 

36.00 

36.00 

46.00 

Suppoaer 

48.00 

60.00 

60.00 

73.00 


Get m logcr with us for details ot bundle rates. 

Note tnat we nave a new supporter’ sub rate 

You can ateo use the Sianaing Otdei form to ensure 
Itiat yout subscriptiofi always naid on time, or il 
you warn to make a regular oonanpn ip Fieetlom. 

Ail piHjes are in £ sterling 

You con now subscribe online at 
r 9edompress.orguk 
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